ACT 1 - Scene 3

The scene takes place in the recreational area of the Transitions Academy.  The set consists of a pool table, stage left and some easy chairs centre stage and stage right. Sport is exercising using small weights, stage right; EMO and Mouse are centre stage facing the audience.  There is a full length mirror in front of the pool table.  Mouse has a laptop on his wheelchair tray which he and EMO are focusing on.  They face the audience as they look at the screen.  Butterfly enters stage left wearing another outrageous costume and walks slowly towards the mirror like a model on a catwalk, pausing as the eyes of the others follow her across the stage.  She poses in front of the mirror and makes adjustments to her outfit.

Butterfly
(turning to the others) You don’t fink this is too sophisticated for me do you?

Sport

Butterfly; there isn’t a single outfit that you have ever produced that could be 



described as sophisticated.

Butterfly
Good; that’s all right then.  If I’m gonna be a top designer I’ve always got to be ahead of the game and not too traditional.

Sport
I can honestly say that there is absolutely no chance of you being too traditional.
Butterfly
What do you fink boys?

EMO and Mouse have their eyes transfixed on the computer screen.

Mouse
Fine

EMO
Fine

Butterfly
Ow can you say that when you’re not even lookin?  What are you so interested in on that screen.  It aint somefin dodgy is it?  You know what Mr Smoovly says about lookin at fings you should’t on the academy’s computer. 

Mouse
We were just playing a very complicated on-line word game.  EMO’s on-board computer is great for helping us to solve clues but we have one here that’s causing us big problems.  

Sport
So what’s the clue?  Maybe those of us with lesser brains might see things in a different way.

Mouse
The clue is ’A type of snake that can secrete poisonous or toxic substances’.

Sport 
That’s easy – a King Brown or Mulga snake.  We had loads of those where I used to live in Australia. You’d know about it if you got a bite on the bum from one of those.

Mouse 
No; the clue has 8 letters and the word must end in ‘s’.  You gave me a breed of snake not a type of snake.

Sport
So what’s the answer then?

EMO 
‘Venomous’ is the only correct answer.

Mouse
(typing enthusiastically) Yes; that’s it. This was the last clue and we are supposed to be eligible for a prize but the site doesn’t tell you how to claim it.  

EMO
Look!  It is asking us for a password but we don’t have a password.

Sport
Sounds like it’s a bit of a con.
Mouse
We are not beaten that easily.  I’ll hack into the website and find it.
Sport
Excuse me; isn’t hacking kind of illegal.  People have gone to prison for doing just that.
Mouse
Not if it’s done by a machine.  They can’t send a machine to prison can they?  I am sure that EMO can do it very easily if I add a little programme I have developed to his memory.  
Mouse holds up a USB memory stick and attaches it to a socket in the back of EMO.  Lights flash on EMO’s costume as the robot receives the programme.

Now girls you may need to excuse us for a while.  This process may take a little time.

Sport and Butterfly exit stage left as the stage lights are fully dimmed and all that is seen is flashing lights on EMO’s body.  Computer noises are also heard.  After about 20 seconds, to suggest the passage of time, the stage lights are brought up again.

Well what have we here?

EMO 

A web cam I think.  A room full of computers operated by masked individuals. 

Mouse
Maybe it’s a Batman Convention!  Hang on: it can’t be.  There seems to be a very sinister looking woman watching over them and all the people look to be working very hard as though they are afraid of her.
The sound of a siren is heard and then a voice.

Voice
 ’Shutdown, shutdown, intruders.  Shutdown, shutdown, intruders.

Enter Sport and Butterfly.
Sport 
 What’s that a new computer game?

Voice
 Shutdown, shutdown, intruder.

Butterfly
Why as your screen suddenly gone blank?  Ave you lost the game?
Mouse
No; it’s not a game it’s the website that won’t give us our prize.

Butterfly
Looks like you’re unlucky mate.  You aint gonna get noffink now.  It’s booted you out.

Mouse 
We can get back in if we want to, now we know how to unlock it.  I’ll leave them a message and ask them what’s happened to our prize.
Butterfly
Well you’ll ave to do it some uvver time cos Mr Smoovly is coming for our lesson.

Mr Smoothly
Good morning everyone; I hope I find you all well.
Everyone sits down and focuses their attention on Mr Smoothly.


What were you all doing on the computer as I came in?

Butterfly
We was doin a word game on the internet.

Mr Smoothly
Excellent.  I’m delighted that you were doing something useful and not wasting precious time.  You know it won’t be that long before you move into a new phase of of your lives and so we must prepare for that carefully.
Sport
I’m not sure that a load of misfits like us are gonna get very far.

Mr Smoothly
I know that you all may have had a few problems with social interaction in the past but I prefer to see you as people with very special talents that just need unlocking and developing.  Who knows what you may be capable of?  Let me explain.

Mr Smoothly moves to the centre of the stage during the instrumental introduction of the song.

SONG

YOU CAN BE ANYTING YOU WANT TO BE
Mr Smoothly
You could be a dreamer who dreams life away

Allows your distractions to get in the way

You could be a waster who wastes precious time

And takes evil potions that mess up your mind

You can be anything you want to be whether you’re a he or she

You can have it all; you’ll see

You can do anything you want you want to do; I’ll be there to help you through

I won’t let you fall

You could be a sports star who’s going for gold

A computer genius designing new code

A rich fashionista seen in magazines

Who rides in the back of a big limousine

You can be anything you want to be whether you’re a he or she

You can have it all; you’ll see 

You can do anything you want you want to do; I’ll be there to help you through

I won’t let you fall

Keep looking forward and never look back

Don’t be deflected just keep right on track

Use what you’re given and simply believe

That you can do it and you will succeed

You can be anything you want to be whether you’re a he or she

You can have it all; you’ll see

You can do anything you want to do; I’ll be there to help you through

I won’t let you fall

Fade to blackout

