ACT 2 - Scene 1
The scene takes place in a classroom at the Transitions Academy where a press conference is taking place.  Mr Smoothly, Mouse’s father and Butterfly’s mother are seated on a stage block with a small table in front of them.  Journalists with digital recorders are on two rows of chairs in front of them whilst TV camera operators and photographers stand left and right of the chairs with their cameras pointed at the people on the stage block.  Mouse’s father is wearing a slightly crumpled light jacket and a plain dark T shirt, whilst butterfly’s mother is dressed in an outrageous dress which is very brightly coloured. He sits in an upright position, facing forward, throughout the interviews but she keeps changing her position as she poses for the cameras.  A smartly dressed woman holding a clip board enters, stage left, and joins the group to take charge of the press conference.  At the same time Tania Thompson, who is holding a microphone stands in front of a man holding a TV camera stage right. The news jingle is heard before Tania speaks

Tania
Good morning everyone; welcome back.  We’re live at the Transitions Academy, scene of the kidnapping of 3 children and a robot which took place 2 days ago.  We’re hoping to hear from the police, the parents of the abducted children and the Principal of the Academy here. (looking behind her). I can see that proceedings are about to begin so I’ll take up my place with the other journalists because I have been promised the opportunity to ask the first questions. 


Chairwoman
Good morning ladies and gentlemen, my name is Priscilla Morgan and I shall be chairing this press conference.   Let me first introduce the people who will be answering your questions.  On the far left is Police Superintendent Melvin Maitland who is leading the hunt for the missing children. Next to him is Mr Harrington Smoothly, the Principal here at Transitions Academy, next to him is Professor Miles Cunningham, father of Raphael Cunningham, nicknamed ‘Mouse’, and on the far right is a lady whose professional name is ‘Aphrodite Allure’ who is the mother of Butterfly.  And we are expected to be joined shortly by Mrs Selina Sullivan, whose daughter is Angelica, known as ‘Sport’.  Mrs Sullivan is on her way from the airport having just flown from Australia.  Now; who has the first question?
Tania
Tania Thompson, Transworld Television. I want to ask Mr Smoothly how a gang of 

international criminals could simply walk into his school in broad daylight and kidnap 3 children and a robot?
Mr Smoothly
I’m afraid it wasn’t as simple as that.  We were told, well before hand, that the children had won a prize in a word puzzle competition and that they would be taken to a local hotel to a reception to receive it.  We got the parents’ consent in the usual way. Our academy is for children who find it hard to fit in to mainstream society because they are all rather special in some way.  The chance of celebrating some success seemed too good to miss. Now we are all terribly worried and regretful.

Tania
 I’d also like to ask the Superintendent if he can suggest a motive for the kidnapping and if a ransom been asked for?

Supt. Maitland
I can confirm that no ransom has been asked for as yet and we are all in the dark as to the motive for this crime.

Felicity
Felicity Randall, One World Magazine.  Why do you think that the criminals could be interested in a small group of ordinary kids?

Professor
I’d like to answer that If I may.  The fact is that these children are not ordinary kids 
Cunningham      as you put it.  My own son Raphael is computer genius.  His legs may not work very well but his brain is on a par with top university professors.  He’s the kind of young person you read about in the papers who could hack into some of the world’s best protected computer systems if he chose to do so.  To my knowledge he’s n ever done that.

Felicity
How interesting Mr Cunningham.  I do hope that the police will be investigating his ‘on line’ activity.
Supt. Maitland
I can assure you that we will; in view of what has just been revealed.

Daniel
Daniel Fitzgerald, Anglo American Press. I wonder if I could ask the mother of Butterfly what emotions she is feeling right now.

Aphrodite
(posing for the camera)  Of course darlin.  Now would you like a side profile shot or over the shoulder?
Chairwoman 
Ms Allure.  This press conference is about your kidnapped child not your photographic preferences.  Please just answer Mr Fitzgerald’s question.

Aphrodite
(Smiling apologetically) Sorry love; it’s just that in my professional life I ave to spend so much of my time being directed by camera people.

Daniel
And what profession might that be?
Aphrodite
I model lingerie for the more mature woman.  Perhaps we can meet up later and I can show you my portfolio.

Everybody laughs
Daniel
That might be nice; but first tell me about how you are feeling regarding your daughter’s disappearance.
Aphrodite
Well I’m devastated of course but life as to go on.  As a single parent I ave to keep working and I ave another shoot in an hour so if you ave any more questions you will need to be quick.

Daniel
Tell us about your relationship with your daughter. Are you very close?

Aphrodite
No, not really; she lives in a world of er own. That’s why she comes to this school.  The kids in er previous school thought she was bonkers.  She as these fantasies about being a fashion designer.  She seems to get on better wiv er little dog than me or anybody else.

Mr Smoothly
I must add that Butterfly is a very creative person who may surprise us all one day.  Some of her creations have been very interesting and while she may appear a little eccentric, the young people here seem to accept her for what she is.

Aphrodite
A bloomin nutcase. 

The journalists gasp in amazement.

Anyway I need to go now.  If you want any more information about me you can find me on aphroditeallure.com.

Enter Mrs Serena Sullivan, mother of Sport, stage left, as Aphrodite Allure exits, stage left.  Selina 

pulls a large suitcase and wears a very stylish green and yellow tracksuit with a white baseball cap.
Selina
(Addressing the group) Gooday everyone;  Selina Sullivan; where would you like me to sit?

Chairwoman 
Hello Mrs Sullivan; please come and join us on the platform.  This is Mrs Sullivan, mother of Angelica, who the children call ‘Sport’.

Selina
Yeah; looking at me I bet you can guess why they call her that and Angelica is such a mouthful.

Chairwoman
Would you mind taking some questions now you are here?
Selina
I’m a little bit jet lagged having not slept for 24 hours but we Aussies are no wimps.  I’ll do anything that will help get my daughter back.

Abigail
Abigail Anderson, ‘Happy Families Magazine’.  How did you hear about your daughters kidnapping?  

Selina
I saw it on the evening news in a hotel in Melbourne where I was working.  I’m a tennis coach and I travel virtually every week of my life.  The school had obviously tried my home number but I wasn’t there.

Abigail
What was your first reaction to the news?

Selina
I couldn’t believe that nobody seemed to know who had taken the kids and where they were.  I decided that I had to get straight on plane to England and kick some backsides.  I have coached some of the best tennis players in Australia and they’ll all tell you that I get results and know how to push people beyond their limits.  I only play to win.
Abigail
What’s your biggest fear in this dangerous situation?

Selina
I only hope that they don’t try to lay a finger on her.

Abigail
Are you really afraid for your daughter’s safety?

Selina
Not at all; it’s what she’ll do to them.  She has two black belts in martial arts disciplines and she doesn’t take any prisoners when she gets upset.  There wasn’t a school in Australia that would take her.  She is so competitive in everything she does.

Abigail
Well, we all hope that Angelica and the others will be found soon.

Fade to blackout
