ACT 2 – Scene 6
The scene takes place in the studio of Transworld Television where 2 presenters sit on a sofa slightly to the left of centre stage and the 5 interviewees sit on a sofa slightly to the right of centre stage.  There are two camera operators who are positioned to the left and right of the presenters and guest with their backs to the audience.  Their cameras are pointed towards the presenters.  A floor manager wearing a headset stands stage right holding a clip board. As a news jingle is heard the floor manager runs in front of the presenters and counts down with his fingers holding one hand up in front of the presenters.
David
Good morning ladies and gentleman; welcome to another edition of ‘Trasnsworld            Today’ with Kirstan Kennedy and me David Montgomery
Kirstan
Today we return to the story that has remained at the top of the news agenda during the last few days.  It’s the story of how a school was hoodwinked by a gang of sinister international criminals into allowing 3 of their most interesting students, to be abducted.
David
What is even more astonishing is that the kidnappers have not made any attempt to communicate with anyone, as far as we know, or even tried to demand a ransom for the children who have since become known as the ‘Transitions Three’.   
Kirstan
We are joined today by 5 of the main players in this unfolding drama: Mr Smoothly, Principal of the Transitions Academy, Chief Superintendent Melvin Maitland, the policeman in charge of the investigation and parents Miles Cunningham, Selina Sullivan and Butterfly’s mother, who prefers to be known by her professional name of Aphrodite Allure.   Welcome everyone.    

All

Good morning, gooday, hi etc

Kirstan

We’d like to begin by asking Superintendent Maitland to give us a brief update on 



how the investigation is progressing.
Supt. Evans
I’m afraid it will be very brief indeed because we’ve made virtually no progress at all.

Kirstan

How can that be when it’s now nearly a week since the abduction took place?
Supt. Maitland
It’s because we’re dealing with a highly organised gang of international criminals

                             who have cleverly covered their tracks.

David

What’s baffling everyone is why these children were kidnapped in the first place.  



After all they’re not the children of millionaires.........

Selina 

(interrupting) You can say that again.

David

(continuing) ....... and there has been no ransom demand.  Why do you think the

 children were kidnapped?
Supt. Maitland
I can now reveal that that we believe that the children may have inadvertently 



accessed the computer systems of an organisation known as the Venomous 

Corporation.  They are a group highly dangerous cyber attackers who disable computer systems of countries around the world in order to extract money from their governments.

David

Let’s hear some responses of the parents to that statement.  Ms. Sullivan; how

                             does that make you feel?

Selena
Before I came here I thought that the ‘pommie police’ were the best in the world but now they seem like a paddock full of drongos, if you’ll pardon the expression.

Professor            I am sure the British Police are doing everything they can.  What we need is 
Cunningham      for anyone who has any information that might help the Police to locate the children to come forward. The Police will be offering a substantial reward to anyone who can supply information that might lead them to where the children are being held. 
Kirstan
How about you Ms Allure; what are your feelings at the moment?

Aphrodite
I’m also very frustrated at the lack of progress that is being made.  I’m aving to spend too much of my life looking after Butterfly’s stupid dog Maraduke.  I don’t know why they couldn’t ave kidnapped the dog at the same time.  I ave to take it out twice a day and its seriously interfering with my professional life.
Kirstan
On the subject of your professional life; how do you respond to criticism in some national newspapers that you are more interested to promoting your brand than the welfare of your daughter?

Aphrodite
In case you adn’t noticed; I am a single parent who as to earn a living.  I can’t elp it if I’m in the public eye more than usual and ave to buy food for and look after the bloomin dog. 

 Kirstan
If we can come to you now Mr Smoothly; do you think that this kidnapping incident has tarnished the reputation of your school in any way?

Mr Smoothly
Quite frankly the reputation of our school is very the least of my worries.  The only thing that matters to me is get those children home safe and sound as soon as possible.  What we need the media to do is to move away from its recrimination agenda and play its part in bringing this sorry saga to a positive conclusion.

David
Thank you everyone for all your comments and let’s hope that the next time we meet will be under happier circumstances.

Kirstan

(interrupting and holding her ear piece) Sorry to interrupt David but I’m just hearing 



some breaking news that’s very relevant to what we’ve just been discussing.
David 

Go ahead Kirstan.

Kirstan

In a dramatic development in the case it’s just been reported that two masked 



gunmen were seen leaving the premises of Ms Allure carrying a small dog.  The dog 



is presumed to be that of Ms Allure’s kidnapped daughter Butterfly and is called 

‘Marmeduke’.  Neighbours say that the intruders drove away at high speed.  The incident happened so quickly that they were unable to identify the car’s registration number.

David

This is yet another bizarre twist in this unfolding drama.  Ms Allure; what’s your

 response to this dramatic news?

Aphrodite
I’m gob smacked darlin. I hope they haven’t taken anything else besides the dog.  At 



least I won’t have to take the stupid thing for a walk tonight.
Fade to black-out
