ACT 3 – Scene 4

The scene takes place in the Office of Prime Minster Grey. She is seated at her desk, stage right, studying some papers. Only the Prime Minister’s desk is illuminated. There is another desk on the other side of the stage which is not illuminated until the character speaks. Enter Superintendent Maitland stage left.

PM Grey
Superintendent Maitland; what brings you here?

Supt. Maitland
I have good news about the kidnapped children Prime Minister.

PM Grey 
Excellent, tell me more.

Supt. Maitland
GCHQ have just informed me that they have picked up a signal from the robot that 



was taken with the children.  It’s only weak at the moment but they say it’s getting 



stronger all the time as the machine gains in power.  

PM Grey
 So where is the signal coming from?

Supt. Maitland
They say it’s somewhere in Central Europe.

A voice is heard on the intercom.

Intercom
Excuse me Prime Minister, I have President Rasputin on the line.  He says he needs 
Voice

to talk to you on a matter of international importance – it’s to do with the missing 



children.

PM Grey 
OK; put him on. (turning to Supt. Maitland) I think you had better listen this in 



case it’s relevant to your investigation.

President Rasputin of Russia is seated at his desk stage left.  As soon as the last line of the intercom voice is heard President Rasputin is illuminated.

President
(in a strong Russian accent) Good morning Prime Minister.  I have important news 
Rasputin
for you.
PM Grey
Good morning President Rasputin.  Fire away. No; on second thoughts just tell me what you have to say.

President
I shall ignore your cheap shot joke at the expense of our great nation which once
Rasputin
again has shown it’s superiority in the field of communications technology.  We have located the country from which your missing robot’s signal is coming.  It is the Netherlands.  We shall continue to monitor the situation and hope to pinpoint the exact location of the signal shortly.

PM Grey
Thank you President Rasputin.  The United Kingdom is most grateful.

The left hand side of the stage goes dark as soon as President Rasputin finishes speaking.

Supt. Maitland
Forgive me Prime Minister but I must arrange for the Dutch Police to be informed straight away.

Exit Superintendent Maitland stage left. 

Intercom
Excuse me Prime Minster.  I have the President of the People’s Republic of China on the line who would like to speak to you.

PM Grey
Good morning President.  What can I do for you?

President
(in a strong Chinese accent) It is what I can do for you that matters, this afternoon.
Of China
PM Grey
Oh sorry, I forgot that you are ahead of us in time.

President
As the world’s greatest nation we ahead of you in everything, but we must take that 
Of China
as read.  Our superior satellite technology is telling us where your missing children might be.

PM Grey
But we already know that signals from the robot are coming from the Netherlands.

President
Not bad for beginner; but we can tell the name of the city, which is Amsterdam.
Of China

PM  Gray 
Thank you President we will act on your information immediately.

President
Always happy to be of assistance.  Please keep us informed of outcome.
Of China

The left hand side of the stage goes dark as soon as the President finishes speaking.

Intercom
Sorry to interrupt again Prime Minster but the President of the United States of America has information on the kidnapping and wants to talk with you urgently.

PM Grey
Put him on.

President
Hi sweetheart.  The good old CIA has done it again.  They’ve come up with the name 
Grump                 of the street in Amsterdam where they think the kidnapped kids are being held. 
PM Grey
I’ll get off the line straight away so that you can give the information to my PPS who will act on it immediately.

President
Will do sugar.  Uncle Sam to the rescue again huh. You won’t mind if I tweet the 
Grump 
details straight away so that the USA can take full credit for finding the missing kids.

PM Grey
If you do that you could put the whole recovery operation in jeopardy by alerting the kidnappers that we are on to them.  We’ll call you when the children are recovered and then you can tweet what you like.
The left hand side of the stage goes dark as soon as the President finishes speaking. Enter Supt. 

Maitland stage left carrying a sheet of paper and looking rather excited.

PM Grey
I just had three of the most powerful men in the world on the line all giving me important information about the possible whereabouts of the children.

Supt. Maitland
That’s helpful but GCHQ have located the actual building where they think the children are being held captive so we won’t need their information.  The children have managed to power up the robot and even sent us a message.  We are sure it’s the right place because the Dutch Police have said that they had a report last week that airline pilots had seen 2 girls sending SOS signals with mirrors, from the top of building where the new robot signals are coming from.
PM Grey
So why didn’t they investigate it?

Supt.  Maitland
They did, but were given a plausible explanation by the people in the building so they didn’t pursue the matter any further.

PM Grey
So when are the Dutch Police going to storm the building?

Supt. Maitland
They are going to make the building as secure as possible this afternoon and then send in an elite squad to do the job later in the day, when I get there.  I’m just waiting to get a seat on the next available flight out of Heathrow to Amsterdam.

PM Grey
You won’t need to do that; I’ll get the Royal Air Force to fly us out straight away.  We can be there in no time.

Supt. Maitland
I take it then, that you will be accompanying me.

PM Grey
Of course!  After all; those children are British citizens and who better to receive them when they are rescued than the British Prime Minister?  The fact that it might help to boost my popularity ratings a little is neither here nor there.  Just give me two minutes to go and get my best pair of kitten heals.

 Fade to blackout
