ACT 1 - Scene 4

The scene takes place at the headquarters of the Venomous Corporation. Veronica Venomous, dressed in a sinister black outfit and wearing a black mask, is pacing up and down a raised platform that runs across the back of the main stage.  She has a stick in her hand which she waves menacingly at her operatives, who sit sideways on to the audience, at desks with laptops on them.  They are also dressed in black and wear black masks except for Knee Jerk and Doctor Migraine.  Her personal assistant Knee Jerk mimics her actions walking behind her.

Veronica
(ranting and pronouncing every ‘s’ sound as a hiss) Will one of you ‘boffins’, or should I say ‘buffoons’, please tell me how the greatest cyber corporation in the world  has been penetrated by some, as yet unknown, organisation - well?

Dr Migraine
(in a strong North European accent) Zey managed to work out our password in ze children’s game our operatives use to access our website..

Veronica
I thought that was fool proof.  

Dr Migraine
It has been until now.

Veronica
It is good that everyone was wearing masks especially as those who broke through our fire walls saw our operations room.  We have to find out who they are and how they managed to breach our security.  Then we need to eliminate them.

Knee Jerk
(leaping forward and pulling out an automatic weapon from under his coat) Yeah: take em out.  Leave it to me boss. 

Veronica glares at him menacingly and he cowers back as he speaks

Mistress, sorry.

Veronica
That’s better: respect before enthusiasm Knee Jerk.

Dr Migraine
Ve have ze source now Mistress.

Veronica
Not before time! Is it some cutting edge international cyber competitor of ours or a university perhaps?

Dr Migraine
No Mistress, but it is an educational institution of sorts.  I’m afraid to tell you zat it is a school called ze ‘Transitions Academy’.

Veronica
Is it some kind of special school for geniuses?

Dr Migraine
No; it’s an academy for social misfits.

Veronica 
Why, (making a loud noise with her stick which causes Knee Jerk to jump back) when our fire walls can keep out the very best computer brains from Europe, America, China and Russia, did they fail to block an intervention from a a bunch of imbecile school kids?   No; I correct myself.  The imbeciles are sitting right here in front of me.

(shouting) Knee Jerk.
Knee Jerk
(jumping up suddenly) Yes Boss.

Veronica
(glaring and waving her stick) How many times do I have to tell you not to call me boss?  It is so common.

Knee Jerk
Yes Boss.....I mean yes Mistress.

Veronica
Go and get my thinking chair and a triple snake bite cocktail.  I need to find a way of getting to these academy children and ascertain just how the managed to break down our fire walls.  (shouting) Now! Knee Jerk.

Knee Jerk exits stage left and returns very quickly pushing a very smart executive chair with the 

initials ‘VV’ on the front.  He places the chair behind Veronica and holds it while she sits down.  He 

then exits stage left again and returns immediately with a large cocktail glass filled with black liquid.   Veronica, puts her head back in the chair after taking a long drink of the cocktail and closes her eyes.

Veronica
(thoughtfully) The question is ‘How do we get to these brats without arousing 



suspicion?’  What else do we know about these meddling misfits?

Dr Migraine
Well Mistress zey did leave us a message.

Veronica
So why didn’t you tell me before?

Dr Migraine
I didn’t sink it vas important.

Veronica
You idiot!  Everything is important when the whole future of this operation is put at 



risk.  What did the message say? 

Dr Migraine
(reading from a clip board) Vat is our prize and ven are ve going to get it?  It

 vas signed by someone called Mouse.

Veronica
Not important you said; it’s crucial because that’s the way we are going to get to

them.  Migrane, use a fake email to contact the Principal of the school and tell him 

that we’d like to take the kids to a local hotel to collect their special prize.  Ask him to get permission from the parents first to make it look legitimate and then arrange a time for them to be collected.  (shouting) Knee Jerk.

Knee Jerk
(jumping to attention) Yes Mistress.
Veronica
You and Migraine take a kidnap crew and do what you need to get those kids to me as soon as possible. I need to interrogate them personally and find how they got into our systems.

Knee Jerk
Yes b.... Mistress.

Fade to blackout
