ACT 3 - Scene 5

 The scene takes place at the secret headquarters of the Venomous Corporation.  The group are imprisoned in a darkened room with no windows.  Butterfly, who looks very pensive, sits at a table facing the audience. She has her elbows on the table and holds her head in her hands. Mouse is in his wheel chair also facing the audience.  EMO is propped up in a chair stage right and must remain motionless. 

Sport

(pacing backwards and forwards) I do hope somebody picks up our signals soon.

Mouse

EMO should be almost fully charged by now so it shouldn’t be long before we get a

     

response.

Enter Knee Jerk stage left walking briskly and followed by Dr Migraine.

Knee Jerk

OK schmucks listen up. The boss is on her way up now so let’s step on it.

Dr Migraine

Vot my colleague means to say is zat our esteemed leader Ms Veronica Venomous 



will be joining us shortly for the hand-over of ze details of how you penetrated the 



fire walls of our computer system.

Butterfly

You ain’t getting nofink until I get my little dog back.

Knee Jerk

Shut your mouth insect.  (brandishing his gun) Remember who’s calling the shots



here.

Dr Migraine
 
Again vot my colleague is trying to make plain is zat you are not in a position to 



negotiate.

Enter Veronica Venomous flanked by 2 bodyguards who escort her to her seat.

Veronica

Right; let’s get down to business.

Butterfly

(shouting) No; not before you let me see my Marmi.

Veronica

It is your own welfare you should be concerned about not that of your silly little dog.

Knee Jerk

(taking out his gun) Let me shut this chick up once and for all boss; I mean Mistress.

Veronica

No; just go down and put the dog to sleep if she opens her mouth again.

Butterfly

(shouting) No!

Sport

(interrupting) That means that Marmi must be still alive so don’t say a word Butterfly.

Veronica

Good advice.  It’s the little genius we need to hear from and not waste any more time.  Well; do you have what we want?

Mouse 

I do.  I’ve simplified the sequence and put it on this USB memory stick.

Mouse holds up the memory stick in the air. 

Veronica
   Excellent!  Dr Migraine will check whether what you have given us is what we need to know.

Dr Migraine takes the USB memory stick from Mouse and inserts it into a computer which is on the 

right hand side of Veronica’s desk.

Sport

Can we go now?  We’ve given you what you want so when can we leave?

Veronica

I’m afraid that things aren’t as simple as that.


Sport

Why; you could blindfold us and then release us miles from here and nobody would know where your headquarters are?


Veronica

 Because you and your insect friend did something very stupid.

Sport 

What was that?
Veronica

You tried to signal to passing aeroplanes with a mirror.

Sport

Nobody came so what’s the problem.

Veronica

Actually, the Police did respond and come to this building.  And, you are bound to tell somebody about what happened. They would be back here in no time and my  glorious empire would come crashing down.

Dr Migraine

Excuse me Mistress.

Veronica

Yes Migraine.

Dr Migraine

We have ze information we need.  I know how zey broke our firewalls and ve can easily make our organisation secure again. I must say vot zey did vos very clever.

Veronica

Maybe the genius boy should come and work for the Venomous Corporation.  

Dr Migraine

I don’t sink so Mistress.
He knows far too much.

Veronica

So, now that we have solved our little security problem the next problem is what to do with our infiltrators.

Knee Jerk

(brandishing his gun) Don’t worry Mistress; I got the solution right here in my hand.

Everyone gasps and steps back.

Veronica

The trouble with you Knee Jerk, loyal lapdog that you are, is that you have no finesse.  Go and fetch the three snake venom syringes I prepared.  They will be much more suitable for the task.

Butterfly

You’d better not fink you’re coming anywhere near me wiv no needles.  There may be a few fashion models who do drugs but I ain’t one of em.  And what about my dog Marmi; where is e; what ave you done wiv im?

Veronica

Are your little dog.  Thank you for reminding me about him.  Knee Jerk; make that 4 snake venom syringes.

Exit Knee Jerk stage left.

Sport

You’ll never get away with this.

Veronica

I think I already have.

Sport

So which one your operatives do you think is capable of sticking a needle in me?  How about if I can keep them away for 5 minutes you let us go.  Or, how about you and me have an arm wrestle – best of three.  What do you say?

Enter Knee Jerk stage left carrying a tray with 4 large syringes on it.

Veronica

You’re just playing for time which has just run out.  Knee Jerk pass me the first Snake venom Syringe.  

Knee Jerk hands Veronica the Syringe.



I’m really going to enjoy dealing with the insect doll who dared to criticise my fashion sense.  However, first I need to deal with the male who thought he was clever enough to outwit ‘The Web Mistress’.

EMO enters stage left with lights flashing.

EMO

Target location found.  Target location found.  Help is close. Help is close.

Veronica

What is happening here?  How did the robot re-energise?

EMO

I have just been doing a little sunbathing in the exercise area.

Dr Migraine

Ze machine must have a solar power facility.  Being out in ze sun must have charged his batteries.

Veronica

Migraine, Cobra, Mamba get the robot out of here and take it apart.

EMO

I wouldn’t do that if I were you.

Dr Migraine, Cobra and Mamba rush towards EMO but are thrown back up into the air as they 

touch him. They then lie shaking on the floor after their electrocution.  The sounds of helicopters are 

heard as armed Dutch police enter stage left and stage right. Knee Jerk puts his arm around Sport’s 

neck and holds a gun to her head. 

Knee Jerk

Back off or she gets it.

The police lower their weapons and Veronica moves towards Mouse’s wheelchair holding a snake 

bite syringe.  Suddenly, Sport escapes from Knee Jerk’s grip and forces his gun out of his hand and it 

falls to the ground.  She forces him to kneel at her feet holding just his little finger.  Butterfly picks up 

the gun and holds it to the back of Veronica’s neck as she is about to inject Mouse.  Veronica slowly 

lowers the syringe to the ground as the Police move in and hand cuff Veronica, Dr Migraine, Knee 

Jerk, Cobra and Mamba.  Enter Superintendent Maitland, stage left.

Supt. Maitland
Well done everyone.  I’m Superintendent Maitland.  You must be Raphael and you must be Angelica.  (shaking the hands of Mouse and Sport and turning to Butterfly)  I think you should give me that gun to look after now.

Butterfly

(handing over the gun) OK, but if she’s done anyfing to hurt my little dog I’ll be 



asking for it back and I won’t be responsible for my actions.
Supt. Maitland
We’ll do our best to find your dog. (looking round) OK; I think this place is secure 



now.  Is there anything you would like to say before my colleagues take these 



criminals away?

Butterfly

I’d like tell the snake woman that a butterfly is not an insect but part of the lepidoptera species and whatever the colour and cut of her prison uniform it will look twice as good as what she normally wears.

The Dutch policemen remove a scowling Veronica and her employees stage right..

Supt. Maitland
(looking round) OK, I think the room is secure.  You can let the parents and the media in now. 
Enter Professor Cunningham, Mrs Sullivan and Aphrodite Allure followed by Tania Thompson and her TV crew from Transworld Television.  The parents immediately rush over to hug their children.  Tania then takes centre stage and speaks into the camera.

Tania

Are we live? 

Her camera man cues her in using 3, 2, 1 finger movements.


Good evening ladies and gentlemen. This is Tania Thompson bringing you a world 

exclusive on Transworld Tonight.  We’re here at the recently discovered headquarters of the notorious Venomous Corporation where the world’s most wanted cyber criminals have been holding governments around the world to ransom.  That was until 3 enterprising young people from the Transitions Academy penetrated the computer systems of the organisation which resulted in their own eventual kidnap.  In spite of being held captive these resourceful students managed to lead the authorities to this secret location, here in the heart of Amsterdam, from where the sinister Veronica Venomous and her evil operatives extorted millions of dollars.  The police investigation, which has involved forces and security agencies from around the world, has been led by Supt. Melvin Maitland from Scotland Yard and he is here with me now.  Superintendent, first of all let me congratulate you on your remarkable achievement.
Supt. Maitland 
It’s not me that deserves your congratulation but these fine young people.  They have helped to make the cyber world a much safer place.  Their parents must be very proud of them.
Tania

Professor Cunningham; you in particular must be very proud of the achievements of your son.  I understand that he was the one who broke the code.
Professor

Yes indeed, but I’m very relieved that he and his friends are safe.
Cunningham
Tania

Ms Sullivan; have your friends and family in Australia been following the story?
Selina

They certainly have; Angelica’s quite famous back home right now.
Sport

I was famous before I left Mum.

Selina

Yes, but for the right reasons dear.

Tania

Ms Allure; what are you planning to do first to do first with your daughter, now that 



you have been reunited?

Aphrodite

(turning sideways on to the camera) I don’t think we’ll be doing anything until she



finds out what’s happened to her stupid dog.

Butterfly

He is a not stupid dog; he’s my best friend.

Tania

Yes, Marmaduke has become quite famous, especially on the internet.  He’s even had a mention in some of the fashion magazines.
Aphrodite

I expect it’s because he was stolen from my house when I was away promoting our new Spring collection.

Tania

No; it was nothing to do with you.  It was because some journalists have got hold of pictures which Butterfly sent to model agencies.  She was holding him in a number of them to help promote her designs.
Butterfly

Wow, ave me and Marmi been in the papers then?

Tania

You certainly have.

Butterfly

Cool! Mr Smoovly always said my designs might become famous one day.

Tania

(holding her ear piece) I’m just hearing that Mr Smoothly will be arriving very shortly with a very special visitor – none other than the Prime Minister.

Enter stage left Mr Smoothly with Prime Minister Grey who is wheeling a trolley containing a 

large box. The film crew immediately turn their attention to her.


Prime Minister, we didn’t expect you to be here.  How did you get here so soon?

PM Grey          
I’ve been following this kidnap very closely and just wanted to personally make sure that our three young heroes are safe and well after their ordeal.  I felt it my duty to be present at this important time and commissioned the services of the Royal Airforce to get the Superintendent and myself here as soon as possible.

PM Grey walks over to shake the hands of Mouse and Sport but as she holds out her hand to 

Butterfly Mr Smoothly lifts Marmaduke out of the box.  As soon as she sees the dog she rushes past 

the Prime Minister and takes Marmaduke from Mr Smoothly.

Butterfly

Marmi baby.  Mummy’s back now.  Ave you missed me?  What did that nasty Knee Jerk do to you. I hope you gave him a big bite.  Mummy’s not going to leave you any more.

Aphrodite walks casually up to the Prime Minister and introduces herself.

Aphrodite
    Ello Prime Minister; I’m Aphrodite Allure, Butterfly’s mother.  I’m so sorry for my daughter’s behaviour.  As you can see she’s more interested in animals than people.

PM Grey
   That’s fine.  What an interesting name you have.  What is your line of business?

Aphrodite

I work as a lingerie model for the more mature woman, at the exclusive end of the fashion industry.

PM Grey 

How interesting.

Aphrodite

I’ve always tried to do my little bit for British industry.

PM Grey

Yes; I’m sure you have
Aphrodite takes the Prime minister’s and whispers loudly in his ear.

Aphrodite

Would you like me to pop round to number 10 one evening and show you some items in our latest catalogue. I’ll be very discrete.

PM Grey
   Well, thank you for the offer but I think my tastes are perhaps a little more conservative, if you see what I mean.  However, there are some members of my cabinet who may interested in your lines.

Aphrodite

But there aren’t very many women in your cabinet are there?

PM Grey 

Who says I was talking about the women?

The lights are dimmed and as the instrumental introduction to the ‘Her Name is Butterfly’ song is 

heard the other actors sing the song as the principal actors exit the stage moving to the left and the 

right. They return to the main stage, in small groups, from the left and right to take their bow and to 

join in with the singing of the song.  Butterfly and Veronica are the last two to return to the stage.  

SONG
HER NAME IS BUTTERFLY
All
Some say she’s an icon

Some say she is slightly off the wall


Friends say she is right on


She don’t care whatever she is called


Her name is ‘Butterfly’ and when she walks on by


All the people turn their heads in the street


Her name is ‘Butterfly’ and though she’s really shy


It’s not what you think if you meet


Her only passion, the latest fashion 


And outfits she wants to design


Her name is ‘Butterfly’, a girl who’s ahead of her time

There’s never been another girl before


Who every one can simply not ignore


She is an extraordinary child


When her imagination’s running wild


Green and blue and yellow



Purple, pink and orange, black and white

Never wears what’s mellow

Only what is loud and bold and bright

Her name is ‘Butterfly’ and when she walks on by


All the people turn their heads in the street


Her name is ‘Butterfly’ and though she’s really shy


It’s not what you think if you meet


Her only passion, the latest fashion 


And outfits she wants to deign


Her name is ‘Butterfly’, a girl who’s ahead of her time


There’s never been another girl before


Who every one can simply not ignore


She is an extraordinary child


When her imagination’s running wild

Her name is ‘Butterfly’ and when she walks on by


All the people turn their heads in the street


Her name is ‘Butterfly’ and though she’s really shy


It’s not what you would think if you meet


Her only passion, the latest fashion 


And outfits she wants to design


Her name is ‘Butterfly’, a girl who’s ahead of her time
Fade to blackout
