ACT 1 - Scene 6

The scene takes place at the secret headquarters of the Venomous Corporation.  The group are imprisoned in a darkened room with no windows.  There is a table centre stage with three uncomfortable looking chairs around it.  Butterfly and Sport are lying on the floor towards the front of the stage on either side of the table.  Mouse is asleep in his wheel chair, stage right and EMO is standing motionless to the left of the table.  They all start to wake up slowly.

Sport

(rubbing her eyes) Where the heck am I?
EMO

We are in some kind of prison.

Sport

Why; we haven’t done anything?

Mouse stretches and raises his head from the tray of his wheelchair

Mouse 

I must have fallen asleep.  Have they presented the prizes yet?
Sport

It was that drink they gave us that must have put us to sleep. We’ve been drugged.

Mouse

(pointing at Butterfly) Look; Butterfly is still asleep.  Can you try to wake her up?

Sport gently slaps her face. Butterfly pushes Sport away and speaks in a slurred fashion.

Butterfly
Marmi get off me you stupid dog.  I’ll take you for a walk in a minute.  Sport what are you doing?

Sport
I’m trying to wake you up.

Butterfly
Where are we; what’s goin on?

Mouse
EMO, you weren’t drugged; you must have seen something.  How did we get here?

EMO
They covered me so I couldn’t see anything but I can tell you how far we travelled and at what altitude.  We were travelling at 27,000 feet for 100 minutes and the distance from home to here is approximately – battery alert, losing power, battery alert, losing power. (lights flash on EMO’s metallic body)

Mouse
Quick; plug him in.  We need to know where we might be.
Enter Doctor Migraine, stage left, with two security guards.
Dr Migraine
I am afraid zat will not be possible.  Zere is no power source in zis room or wifi. 


You are totally isolated.  I sink ve will move zis robot of yours out of ze way.  

EMO is carried to the right hand side of the stage by the security guards and lowered into a chair where he lies motionless.
Butterfly
Now listen ere mate.  I don’t know what your game is but we need to be let out of 

ere straight away and taken back.   My little dog Marmi needs is walk.  E’ll be pinin 

somefink rotten if I’m not there soon.
Dr Migraine 
I’m afraid you don’t quite understand.  Your little dog is of absolutely no 


consequence because you are not going anywhere.
Enter Knee Jerk stage left.
Knee Jerk
OK you shmucks, listen up!  The boss is gonna be here any minute to speak to you.
Mouse

And who might that be?
Dr Migraine
Miss Veronica Venomous, President of ze Venomous Corporation and Mistress of 

ze World Wide Web - ze most powerful woman in the world.
Mouse

Is she going to give us our prize now?
Sport

Yeah, and then we can get out of here.
Knee Jerk 
(moving close to sport and pointing his finger in her face) You ain’t goin nowhere

 
sister.
Sport

(aggressively) I don’t like people coming up close and pointing at me.  Get out of my 

space.
Knee Jerk
(moving even closer into Sport’s personal space) I’ll point my finger just where I want and there ain’t nothin you can do about it.
Sport grabs Kneejerk’s finger and in a second has him kneeling in front of her.



Hey, get this crazy kid off of me.
Enter Veronica Venomous, stage left, with a security guard on each side of her.  Sport lets go of    Kneejerk’s finger..
Veronica
Get up Kneejerk
Knee Jerk
Yes boss; I mean yes Mistress.

Butterfly circles her looking at her clothes very intently.
Butterfly
Nice fabric, lovely cut but I’m not sure about the stylin.  Retro Goth; I fink it’s so last year.  If you don’t mind me sayin so It does need a bit of colour.  Maybe a flash of yellow on the bodice.
Veronica
Who is this feather brained child?
Butterfly
OK; don’t take my advice but you’d never see Naomi or Kate wearing anything like that.  It’s just too depressin.  It needs bringing to life, like I say, wiv a bit of colour.  Ow you can be the most powerful woman in the world wearin somefink like that; i don’t know.
Veronica
It’s not what I look like that makes me the most powerful woman in the world – it’s what I do.
Butterfly
And what’s that Mrs Superwoman.
Veronica
And before I tell you; don’t you ever refer to me again as ‘Mrs’.  No man has ever been or will ever be my equal.  That’s right isn’t it Knee Jerk.
Knee Jerk 
Yes b..... Mistress.
SONG

NO MAN WILL EVER GET THE BETTER OF ME

Men are merely minions who I have in my grip

They come running to my side each time my fingers click

They’re there to serve and pamper me always at my behest

They know I wear the trousers even though I’m in a dress

No man will ever get the better of me

No man’s that clever or ever will be

I am a whirlwind who no man can stop

They call me ‘The Mistress, The Woman on Top’

Everywhere I go each day I wear my killer heels

Everyman I’ve taken down will tell you how they feel

My life is just a power play and if they know what’s best

There’s just one word they need to learn and that word is ‘yes’

No man will ever get the better of me

No man’s that clever or ever will be

I am a whirlwind who no man can stop

They call me ‘The Mistress, The Woman on Top’

I’m always in the driving seat; just take a look you’ll find

The man who’s closest to this girl is in the car behind

The men I meet in every case say they’re too big and strong

But I soon put them on their place and that is in the wrong

No man will ever get the better of me

No man’s that clever or ever will be

I am a whirlwind who no man can stop

They call me ‘The Mistress, The Woman on Top’

No man will ever get the better of me

No man’s that clever or ever will be

I am a whirlwind who no man can stop

They call me ‘The Mistress, The Woman on Top’

Veronica
For your information children the Venomous Corporation is the richest cyber persuasion company in the world.
Butterfly
You’ve lost me already.
Veronica
It appears that you are as stupid as I first thought so I shall keep my explanation as simple as possible.  We provide insurance for the richest countries of fhe world against cyber attack.
Butterfly
Call me stupid again if you like but if you are as big as you say; how is it that no body’s ever heard of you?
Mouse
It’s because they are the hackers and countries pay them not to hack their computer systems.
Veronica
Ah, there is an intelligent life form in the room.
Butterfly
So you’re just a bunch of robbers then.  That ain’t nofink to be proud of.  If my Marmi was ere eed be nippin at your ankles.  E can smell dodgy people a mile off.
Veronica
This organisation young lady, has some of the finest computer brains in the world, who can bring down all or part of a nation’s computer infrastructure within a few seconds.  As a consequence everybody pays me their insurance premiums to stop it happening.
Mouse 
And what happens if anybody else tries to do what you are doing?
Veronica
My good friends Dr Migraine and Mr Knee Jerk eliminate them just as they will eliminate you if they have to.
Knee Jerk
Let’s take em out now boss.  Let’s face it; nobody’s gonna miss em.
Butterfly
Oh yes they will.  My mum might not miss me but Marmi will go crazy if I’m not back soon.
Sport
Now look here.  We won’t give you any trouble; just give us our prize and we will be out of here.

Veronica
Not so fast.  I need to know how you penetrated our hacker proof fire walls before I even consider what to do with you.  We’ll start with you; clever little wheelchair boy.
Mouse
I can’t tell you anything without powering up EMO so can you plug him in please?
Veronica
Do you think I am as stupid as the little fashion freak?  He probably has an on board computer that could give away our position very quickly.  I will supply you with a very fast computer with a big memory to help you with your task but I can assure that it will not have an internet connection.  It is getting late now so you can begin in the morning, when you have rested and had time to think about the consequences of failure.
Veronica and her entourage exit stage left.
Sport 
What are we gonna do now?  Mouse; are you going to be able to show the snake woman how you penetrated her fire walls?
Mouse
It will take time if I can’t use EMO’s circuits to help me.
Sport
Well; just work as quickly as you can so that we can get out of here as soon as possible.
Mouse
Maybe I should work slowly to give us some thinking time because even if we give her what she wants, we have no guarantee that she will let us go.
Butterfly
You’re right.  I don’t trust that Migraine geezer.  Remember; e lied to us from the beginning.  E promised us a prize and all we got in the end was a prison.
Fade to blackout
